
Fieldtrip 4d. Local conflicts and challenges over a football stadium development plan 
Organizer: Giorgos Patrikios (Democritus Univercity of Thrace) 
Departure: at 9.00 from Ilissos Hotel 
 
Philadelphia is a western Athens suburb created since 1922 with the settlement of Minor Asia refugees. 
Contrary to other cases of informal urbanisation of such settlements, Philadelphia followed an urban plan 
according to the tradition of garden cities prominent at that time. A number of refugee housing complexes 
were built by the Ministry of Welfare following the low rise two storey double houses type. These are in many 
cases preserved until today despite the neighbourhood's growth especially since the mid 90’s beginning of 
00’s. 
The field trip will mainly discuss the conflicts that have emerged regarding the plans to rebuild the football 
stadium of the historical local football team AEK. The athletic infrastructure on the specific plot (granted by 
the Greek state to the historical football club since 1934) is included in the recent Athens-Attika regulatory 
plan. Nevertheless, the intention of the football club’s owner and investor to increase the capacity of the 
stadium and build commercial facilities around it has mobilised reactions by local residents. The new plan 
requires more sqm to be taken from the adjacent public grove, an important environmental and social asset 
of the area.  
A number of local groups and stakeholders, as well as the recently elected left-wing municipal government, 
oppose to the ceding of valuable public land to entrepreneurial interests and propose the creation of a 
medium sized stadium and sports facilities which can fit in the existing plot. Further more, traffic engineers 
warn that the neighbourhood will not be able to respond to increased traffic loads caused by the stadium’s 
function. On the other hand, there is great social pressure from the part of the football team’s fans, which has 
very often led to serious and violent assaults to those opposing.  
During the field trip we will meet with members of the municipal council and citizens groups to discuss the 
challenges and dilemmas arising due to this project in the area. We will also discuss about alternatives and 
policies promoted by the new local government in order to regenerate and activate the municipal grove. We 
will also meet with members of the self-managed social centre “Strouga”. 
 
 


