
Fieldtrip 1a. Drapetsona / Keratsini 
Departure: at 14.30 from NTUA – main entrance (42 Patission st.) 
 
Drapetsona is situated on the western coast of Piraeus, the most important Greek port closely associated 
with Athens. It was developed as a refugee settlement for newcomers from Asia Minor in the early 1920s. Its 
proximity to the port and the industrial plants (the Power Plant, an Oil Refinery and the Fertilizer Plant) 
created favorable conditions for a process of urbanization that rapidly transformed the surrounding area. 
More than 30,000 inhabitants were concentrated in 0.7 square miles. The settlement was divided in seven 
neighborhoods representing the different localities from their common Asia Minor heritage. The vast majority 
of the inhabitants lived in makeshift homes, shacks and hovels –with no running water, individual lavatories 
or electricity– that did not follow any plan of organized settlement. Drapetsona was a slum. The urbanization 
and transformations of Drapetsona reflect broader social and economic developments. Contemporary social 
conditions in Drapestona reflect the disintegration of every-day life in the post-2008 financial crisis. The low-
income inhabitants witness the terminal demise of the small-scale industries that had substituted the large 
industrial plants of the past. This process is interwoven with the collapse of the welfare state resulting thus in 
large numbers of houses with electricity shortages, unemployment and limited access to health services.    
The Fertilizer Plant is situated in the west entrance of the Piraeus port. It was found in 1909 and back then 
more than 109 buildings were created and more than 4,000 workers, employees and scientific advisors 
worked there. It was one of the largest industries in Greece. It produced fertilizers, chemical acids and glass. 
The production started falling from 1970 onwards until it was permanently closed in 1999. In 2003 most of 
the industrial units and buildings, except from 5, were demolished. 
 
 


