
Fieldtrip 1b. The port of Piraeus: institutional changes, political and economic stakes and the local 
movement. 
Organizers: Vivian Gleni, Vasiliki Daskalaki 
Departure: at 14.30 from NTUA – main entrance (42 Patission st.) 
 
The port of Piraeus is the biggest port of Europe, offering multiple services. It is a port situated in the heart of 
the city and has held an important role in the history and development of Piraeus. During the past few years, 
several transformations are taking place there, with a local and national impact. More specifically, there is an 
increasing detachment of the port from the broader city area, as well as gradual loss of its public character, 
due to institutional changes but also due to management policies. Namely, during the past 15 years more or 
less, the port is being transformed to a société anonyme, under the trade name “Piraeus Port Authority S.A.”, 
which has entered the stock market. In 2008, the biggest part of the container transport, the most profitable 
of the port’s activities, is divested to the Chinese state company COSCO, while in 2011 the Greek State 
transfers the company’s shares to the newly founded, by the government at that time, “Hellenic Republic 
Asset Development Fund”, for the repayment of the country’s public debt. Today, on the other hand, the 
revival of an international competition for the sale of the majority stake of the PPA S.A., currently owned by 
the state, is being discussed, in the framework of the creditors’ demands regarding Ports and Airports 
privatizations. The city’s organizations and movements are standing up for the port’s public character, 
asserting its manifold development for the city’s, the country’s and the citizens’ benefit. 
There will be a guided tour of the port authority premises.  
We will discuss with representatives from the adjacent municipalities and specifically with the municipal 
authority of Keratsini – Drapetsona and the civic movement “To Limani tis Agonias” about the future of the 
port, as well as alternative policies and proposals regarding its operation and planning. 
We will also come in contact with members of   the Union of Permanent/Probationer Dockworkers of PPA, so 
that they get to inform us regarding the working conditions, the problems and the proposals of the Piraeus 
Port employees. 
We will also visit archaeological and industrial sites situated within the port authority zone, regarding which, 
there have been proposed gentrification and reuse plans. 
 

 



 
 
 


