
Fieldtrip 2c. Facets of an escalating housing crisis in the centre of Athens : housing struggles 
and policies 

Organised by Dimitra Siatitsa (INURA Athens)  
 

Housing both in terms of production (real-estate and construction bubble) and consumption (private 
debt) has not been closely related to the causes of the current crisis in Greece, as in the case of 
Spain. Nevertheless, since 2010 it has emerged as one of the most dramatic side effects of the 
consecutive implementation of austerity adjustment programmes. Greece is today facing a severe 
and escalating housing crisis affecting broader parts of the population, as housing precarity, 
deprivation and exclusion have multiplied. The housing problem has to be acknowledged as 
primarily an income and labour problem, rather than a problem occurring from the function of the 
housing market. It is mainly related with people’s inability to pay monthly housing expenses, also 
due to the increase of costs of basic utilities such as electricity and the overtaxation of income and 
property – a pillar of the structural adjustment programmes which disproportionally burdened low 
and middle incomes.  

As a consequence the private debt of households towards banks, the state and social security funds 
has been culminating expanding an invisible precariously and inadequately housed population 
whose needs can be hardly met by the current social protection system. The housing crisis 
landscape consists also of rising housing deprivation and homelessness, increasing needs for 
transitory emergency shelter for thousands of refugees arriving from the war zones of the Middle 
East and Africa, and the further marginalisation of vulnerable groups. This is coupled by a steep 
recession in the housing market and construction sector, the destabilisation of previous economic 
and societal arrangements for access to housing and the total absence of tools and means for the 
implementation of housing policy – especially since the abolition of the Workers Housing 
Organisation in 2012 by the second memorandum of agreement with the Troika.  

The filed trip will first visit a Day centre for homeless that has been operating in the centre of 
Athens since 2012 (managed by a social NGO, supported by the municipality of Athens and funded 
by EU funds and private donors) to discuss with social workers about the changing profile of users, 
the growing demand and the difficulties faced, as well as potentials and shortcomings for the 
development of a coherent strategy to cope with rising homelessness and housing deprivation. 
(10:00-11:00) 

We will then walk in the centre of Athens and discuss about policies and practices to dwell the 
empty and abandoned housing stock of the city centre. Including the potential of mobilising small-
scale fragmented housing stock that belongs to small property owners within the context of the 
current real-estate market downturn, as well as using the abandoned building and housing stock 
(both private and public) in the framework of a low-cost social housing programme and supported 
housing schemes. (11:00-11:45) 

Finally, we will meet with members of the Stop Auctions platform to discuss about the problem of 
over-indebtedness of households, the mobilisations in front of local courts to block auctions, the 
demands of the social movements and the flaws and potentials of the new policy framework 
negotiated by the left-wing government with Greece's debtors. (11:45-13:00) 

We will have Lunch at Bread and Roses cooperative restaurant (13:00-14:00)  
 


