
Fieldtrip 3b.Neighbourhood of Kypseli 
Organized by Dimitris Balampanidis (Encounters Athens), Lina Sipitanou (Solidarity Network of the 6th 
Municipality District of Athens - Mirmigi), Eleni Fine, Iris Polyzos (Group of Oral History of Kypseli - OPIK) 
Departure: Omonoia square  
 
Kypseli is a very central and historic Athenian neighborhood, located north-west of the city center, in the 6th 
Municipal District of Athens. Following the process of intense urbanization during the 1960s and 1970s, 
Kypseli was transformed into one of the most densely populated areas of the city. The continuing process of 
urbanization and the lack of urban planning generated several problems in the urban environment, such as 
high density, near absence of green spaces, traffic congestion and parking difficulties, noise and air pollution 
etc. At the same time, in this context of urban development, Kypseli turned into a mixed-use area, a vibrant 
and attractive neighborhood, as well as a neighborhood of high social mix. But, since the 1980s and due to 
the gradual degradation of the neighborhood’s spatial resources, a part of the local population (mostly middle 
and upper class households) moved to the newly-constructed and "green" suburbs, in search of improved 
living conditions. Thus, at the beginning of the 1990s, when the massive immigrant flows started arriving at 
Athens, Kypseli was a neighborhood with a large and empty apartment stock, available in affordable rent 
prices and in proximity to the city center, creating the appropriate conditions for their settlement. Nowadays, 
Kypseli is one of the most multicultural neighborhoods of Athens, remaining not only socially but also 
ethnically mixed. 
In the dominant public discourse, migrant residents in Kypseli have been accused of being collectively 
responsible for problems of urban and social decay and the neighborhood has been stigmatized as one of 
the most dangerous "ghettos" of the city center. This xenophobic rhetoric favored many racist and violent 
practices against immigrants and cultivated a fertile ground for the increase of the political influence of the 
extreme right-wing party "Golden Dawn", especially after the outburst of the economic crisis. But, at the 
same time, local grassroots solidarity initiatives emerged, in order to confront intolerance and address a wide 
range of increasing socio-spatial problems, such as precarity, unemployment, impoverishment, 
homelessness, degradation of public infrastructure etc. 
During the fieldtrip in Kypseli, we will refer to the historic processes of urban development and social 
transformations of the neighborhood, and discuss about the multiple effects of the current multi-faceted 
crisis, the difficulties of social cohesion and the "challenge" of multi-ethnic coexistence. We will also meet 
and discuss with people involved in local initiatives emerging from below: people participating in the 
"Solidarity Network of the 6th Municipality District of Athens - Mirmigi", supporting direct trade and markets, 
collecting clothes and food for those most in need, providing social support, organizing solidarity bazaars, 
open discussions and cultural events, as well as people participating in the "Group of Oral History of Kypseli 
- OPIK", trying to discover and "write" the neighborhood's history according to its residents' direct oral 
narratives. Last but not least, we will visit some other local initiatives' projects, such as the reuse and self-
management of an abandoned municipal market building (today evacuated by the police and recuperated by 
the municipal authorities) or the defense of a local public park against its transformation to a private parking. 
 



 
 


