
Fieldtrip 4a. The former international airport of Hellinikon: the process of privatization and 
the struggle for a Metropolitan Park 
Organizer: Polina Prentou (Encounter Athens) 
Departure: at 9.30 from Ilissos Hotel  
 
The property of Hellinikon, a 626 Ha site, that includes the former international airport of Hellinikon that is 
inactive since 2001 and the Agios Kosmas beachfront area, is one of the last available, state-owned, large-
scale and prime urban coastal sites of Europe. At the same time, Hellinikon constitutes the peak of the 
privatization program adopted by the Greek governments as a part of the agreement with the creditors and is 
implemented by HRADF (Hellenic Republic Assets Development Fund). The privatization of the site 
(including, among others, several Olympic facilities and the beach of Agios Kosmas that was re-appropriated 
by local urban movements in 2007) has been in process since December 2011, though yet not been 
completed. According to the call for tenders the project will consist of massive real estate development with 
shopping malls, hotels, office buildings and thousands of new housing units. Local urban movements resist 
to the privatization and the real-estate development of the site and struggle for years for the creation of a 
metropolitan park, as it was declared before the crisis by the central government.  
In the fieldtrip we will discuss the privatization process and the possible alternatives with members of the 
‘Struggle Committee for the Metropolitan Park of Hellinikon’ and members of the board of the local 
government. 
We will also discuss with members of the ‘Metropolitan Community Clinic of Hellinikon’, which is located 
within the site of Hellinikon. It was established in December 2011 by volunteer doctors in order to support 
patients with limited or no access to the health care system. It provides free primary medical care and 
medication to all uninsured, unemployed and needy patients. 
Finally we will visit the ‘Self-managed urban garden of Hellinikon’, which is also located within the site of 
Hellinikon. It is a grassroots initiative of urban farming that emerged in January 2011 as a response to the 
social, economic, environmental and educational crisis.  
While driving along the waterfront of Athens to Hellinikon, we will discuss about the conflicts and challenges 
regarding the management and development of the waterfront of Athens. 
 

 
 



 


