
Olympic Assets 10 years after 

Fieldtrip 4c. Olympic assets 10 years after  
Organizer: Ion Sayas (INURA Athens, NTUA) 
Departure: at 9.30 from Ilissos Hotel 
 

The area surrounding the main Athens Olympic Sports center has seen a series of 
transformations as a number of projects and planning initiatives have developed around it. 
Long before Athens was granted the organization of the Olympic Games in 2004, the area 
previously characterized, up until the 1980s, by large scale industrial establishments, small 
scale manufacture, bus depots and garages, as well as a considerable area of olive groves 
has been transforming. Mainly along Kifissias Avenue, the main north to south route of 
Athens, the first suburban office towers and mixed –use shopping centres are being 
constructed as early as the middle 1980s. This ‘tertiarisation’ of land uses is clearly 
dominant by1990, as both central and municipal planning acknowledge and reinforce these 
tendencies.  
In the post-Olympic era a major initiative for the re-use, redevelopment of buildings 
associated mainly with the hosting of the Games is witnessed, as well as the restructuring 
and internationalisation of retail trade, and FIRE activities. In the area adjacent to the 
Olympic complex, two mixed –use leisure and retail centres are built: the “Athens Mall”, 
which was built for retail purposes, and Golden Hall, as result of the re-development of the 
former International Broadcasting Centre for the Games. Both projects represent huge 
investments/mega projects which have all the characteristic marks of a ‘cathedral of 
consumption’, one being “a Shopping’s Disneyland” and the other its upscale “Golden” 
equivalent.  
Adjacent to the above and to the Olympic complex project we find the first purpose-built 
gated community in Greece. The Ilida project is a prestige residential community designed 
and marketed for use by upper –middle class strata. This major housing development 
project (approx. 50000 sq meters of housing) was also part of the Olympic Games 
infrastructure, ‘the press village’, and was built by the same developer of the former two 
projects. 
Not long after the games, along the Kifissias avenue axis a series of entertainment 
establishments has mushroomed. Adjacent to the large office towers of high-tech firms 
and banks, a series of multiplex cinema halls and amusement parks have been built. All 
around and within these projects we see a spread of a vast array of cafes-restaurants 
retail shops, for employees and visitors, which has been transforming the area into a 
major ‘festival market place’. 
The (re) development of the area is also reflected in the changes of the housing/land 
values. The area adjacent to the Olympic complex is one of the most expensive areas of 
the municipality. The resulting transformation has all the landmarks of a ‘developers’ 
utopia’, and is actually attributable to some major real estate developers, aided by the 
Local Authority’s development objectives and the comparatively large size of unused plots 
in the area.  
As can be expected, the tertiarisation of land uses has had a profound impact on the job 
structure of the local economy, as well as on the journeys to work to the area, making the 
municipality, in 2001 the second major attraction pole following the central Athens 
municipality, with trips mainly generating mostly in the surrounding upper-middle class 
suburban areas. The (re) development of the area has also effected the socio-professional 
composition of the resident population, as mostly higher socio-professional groups have 
taken the place of a significant percentage of technicians and sales personnel formerly 
inhabiting the area. 
In sum, the (re) development of the era and the growth of the new business centre has led 
to an idiosyncratic gentrification which has had a quite different impact, compared to the 
(re)development projects in the Athenian central cityspace. 
Here gentrification affects both the socio-professional composition of the residents and 
mainly the creation of the new business centre and of the ‘festival market place’. The 



aesthetics and the ‘security’ of the megaprojects, the prices of the goods and services 
provided, as well as the functional and spatial organization of this business and 
consumption place are aligned to the employment opportunities and the consumption 
patterns of higher socio-professional groups.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Major Projects 

(1) The Mall Athens 
(meeting point) 
(3) Golden Hall  
 

Housing Developments 
(2) Ilida Housing Project 
(6)Recent Housing 
Developments 
 

Offices – Retail - Leisure 
(5) Multiplex Cinemas and 
Fun Park 
(7) Office and Retail Areas on 
Kifisias Ave 
 
(4) Olympic Complex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions to the Mall Athens: 
Departure (Ilissos Hotel): 9.30   
Trip Duration: aprx 45min 
 
1. Metro Line M2 to Anthoupoli 
2. Change at Attiki Station to 

M1, direction to Kifisia 
3. Get off at Neratziotissa 

Station 
4. Walk to the entrance 

 


